Statement from Hackney Council for Clissold Park User Group 

Animal Welfare at the Park

Hackney Council is committed to ensuring that our work to improve Clissold Park delivers high quality new facilities within the park, and this includes new living environments for all the animals.

While works within the park are underway, the goats and birds are in appropriate temporary accommodation within the Park.  This accommodation had been approved by veterinary surgeons.  The chickens are temporarily being looked after at Hackney City Farm.

The deer are currently in a temporary enclosure and will soon have a much improved permanent new home.  Recent deaths of deer have been deeply upsetting for everyone involved with Clissold Park.  We are working closely with Peter Green, one of the country’s leading deer experts, to ensure the welfare of the deer now and in the future. Mr Green has approved all aspects of the design of the new deer enclosure.

To further improve the quality of care for all of the park’s animals, our staff are receiving bespoke training in general animal husbandry through Hackney City Farm; this initial training will identify further training needs so that this can be undertaken as necessary.

In addition, the Council has arranged for there to be ongoing veterinary services for the goats, chickens and birds which are provided by West Point Veterinary Practice, who also provide emergency services within a two hour turnaround if necessary.  A vet from West Point most recently visited the Park on 4 February 2011 to undertake routine health checks and confirmed that all was satisfactory with birds and goats.  The Council is also working closely with the local RSPCA Inspector who visits the Park regularly and is satisfied with the welfare of the animals and is supportive of the Council’s work.

The Council acknowledges the concern among Park users to ensure that all animals are well cared for, and places the highest priority on their welfare.  We will take all necessary steps to ensure the new animal enclosures at Clissold Park will allow the animals to thrive and to remain a much loved feature of the park, and we will continue to work with the relevant professionals to ensure the best possible care of the animals going forward.
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