CLISSOLD PARK
USER GROUP

NEWSLETTER AND MINUTES OF MEETINGS

September/October 2007

To join the Clissold Park User Group
(CPUG) mailing list and for this
newsletter by email, contact
clissoldpug@yahoogroups.co.uk

Or see www.clissoldpark.com

Next meeting:
Saturday 12" January 2008
11-noon

Red Room
Back of Café
Clissold Mansion

All meetings are open, public meetings,
anyone can attend and active
participation from park users is always
needed and very welcome.

Present: Ken Worpole (Chair), John
Hudson (Co-Vice Chair and Email
Secretary), Yvonne Hill (Newsletter
Secretary), Michael Dixon (Parks Manager),
Simon Lissner (Co-Vice Chair), Caroline
Millar (Co-Vice Chair), Betty Manning (Post
Secretary), Barbara Mc Farlane (Treasurer),
ClIr Linda Smith, Larraine Worpole, Chris
Sills, Ann Mc Ginley, Jonathan Shattock,
Don Giddens, Hettie Sears, Penny Crick,
Diane Burridge, David Braine, Bridget
Pedgrift, Sylvia Anderson.

Apologies None

Minutes of Last Meeting
Accepted as a true record of meeting.

Matters Arising

Toilets are now refurbished and
reopened. Snagging process still underway.
Concern was expressed at the length of
time taken to complete (6 instead of the
promised 3 months) and at the contract.
The group felt future contacts should include
a debarring clause should contractors fail to
complete satisfactorily.

The group has offered to pay for Baby -
Changing facilities.

ACTIONS: Michael Dixon.

Election of Officers

Current Officers stood down and the
following were duly re/elected:

¥Chair: Ken Worpole

¥Vice Chairs: Simon Lissner; Caroline
Millar; John Hudson (and email Secretary)
¥Treasurer: Barbara Mc Farlane
¥Newsletter Secretary: Penny Crick

Chair reminded the Group that we are
always looking for new members and
contributors.

The Group felt that we should seek wider
involvement from the local community,
particularly from Stoke Newington
Secondary School and local primary
schools. ACTION: Chair

Chair’s Report
The Chair thanked all Parks staff for their

achievements this year. Although the
presence of the rangers had been uneven,
The Green Flag had been re-awarded and
the park, especially the gardens, was
looking splendid.

The Lottery Bid has the potential to see
£6.9 million invested in Clissold Park. We
have had very well-attended meetings
including 60+ for the CPUG Lottery
consultation meeting. Whilst we do not claim
to represent the whole community, two
members of CPUG were originally part of
the Lottery Reference Project Board. The
criteria for a successful lottery bid is



dependent on proper consultation with the
community and key stakeholders i.e. CPUG.
However, recent events - appointments of
council Project Manager and tendering for
consultants - have excluded CPUG from the
process, despite previous assurances
otherwise. There is a lack of transparency.
We are supposed to be acting in
partnership!

We have always had good relationships with
Park Managers but his year has seen a
disappointing lack of consultation re events
management and planning. This resulted in
one event becoming overcrowded and
dangerous.

ACTION: Chair to appoint Vice Chair to
liaise with Parks Manager.

Overall, this has been an incredibly busy
year for the park, a premier London park.
The Chair reiterated the need for a
dedicated Park Manager, with gardeners
and rangers managed by that manager.

The Chair thanked all the officers for a well-
attended and well-represented year.

Response from the Group

Dismay was expressed that Hackney is
making decisions without proper
consultation. This is a @cipe for disasterO
The Group urged CliIr Linda Smith to inform
Council to @et its act togetherQIf not, this
could result in the Lottery Bid being lost as
the Heritage Lottery Fund may deem the
Council not to be abiding by the criteria re
consultation of stage one of the bid.
IMMEDIATE ACTION: Clir Linda Smith,
who offered and AGREED to take this issue
to Nina Curley and the Cabinet Board and to
ensure no future lapses. Linda also offered
support from the Council side.

Great disappointment was expressed that
the Project Reference Group, with CPUG
representation, had no prior sight of the
tender documents sent to the consultants;
and that the design of the Park and House
seem to have been predetermined. In
addition, the least favourite option of re-
instating the New River looks to be in the
plans without taking account of the
considerable cost and sustainability issues.

This Group felt that this enormously
important issue has to be resolved with the
Council: we have had assurances in the
past that things @ren®set in stoneConly to
find that bad judgments have resulted in
failed bids; there needs to be a sense of
ownership; we are no longer @laying ball®
unless correct consultation is undertaken B
urgently.

ACTION: Chair to ensure

¥Public Question posed at next Council on
28™ November. Question needs to be
submitted by 14™ November 2007.
¥Further question to be posed at Stoke
Newington Forum meeting on 22" January
2008.

¥Two CPUG officers to meet with CllIr Linda
Smith and ClIr Nargis Khan.

AFTER NOTE:

Nicola Baker, new Assistant Director,
Culture with Hackney Council invited a
representative of CPUG to observe
interviews for the appointment of Lead
Consultants for the Clissold Park
Restoration Project. This approach is greatly
appreciated.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer circulated the accounts and
highlighted a grant of £203 from the Parks
Forum, a £260 donation from residents of
Queen Elizabeth® walk for tree planting.
Overall, there was minimal income or
expenditure this year and the balance at
year-end was £2,355.91. Thanks were
extended to Barbara.

Park Manager’s Report

The Chair welcomed Michael Dixon in his
new role as Clissold Park Manager.
Michael has been concentrating on repairing
fencing and clearing the debris and rubbish
in the garden of 3 Queen Elizabeth® Walk.
Michael reported that the Council are
undertaking a feasibility study of options for
the house possibilities including demolition,
upgrade or sale. The Group was concerned
that this issue has been unresolved for a
long time.

ACTION: Michael to confirm the Council®
time line.




The Lakes have receded alarmingly and
inlet from the top lake has been turned on to
fill the bottom lake.

Action: Michael to liaise with Thames
Water to determine water access
possibilities.

Coppicing of surrounding planting will take
place to minimise the effects of
transpiration.

Apologies were offered as no advance
notice was given of the Playground
Consultation re repairs.

Toilets (see matters arising) were discussed
again.

ACTION: Michael to contact interim Head
of Parks to discuss the use of contracts with
tougher penalty clauses in future.

Michael noted that there was a replanting
allowance of 12 trees per annum, which he
felt to be insufficient, and is hoping to plant
more. In addition 10,000 bulbs are to be
planted over the next couple of months.

Dog mess is still a problem.
ACTION: Rangers to enforce bylaw by
reminding offending owners to clean up.

The Group felt Mark White would be able to
offer advise on removing duckweed. There
was concern about lawn mowers
compacting tree-roots and not allowing
sufficient clearance/ bark-chip around the
base.

ACTION: Michael.

Response from Group

Communication: It was felt the newsletter
should be placed in the notice boards in a
more consistent and timely fashion. It is
frustrating to see volunteersQvork going to
waste but more importantly if minutes and
posters for meetings are not advertised
regularly, the group will not reach Park
Users. It was also felt to be important to
display at least one large print poster.
ACTION: Michael to instruct.

Don to monitor and display if necessary.

It was also felt that a more cohesive, co-
ordinated approach to notice board
communication would be helpful. In
particular, opening and closing times need

to be consistent and updated. There is an
urgent need for guidance on dog
management.

ACTION: Simon to draft a dog notice and
send to Michael.

The Group sought assurance, which was
given, that the money generously donated
by park users/local residents would be in
addition to the park@® tree planting budget.

¥Rats are becoming more common. Notices
are needed to discourage bread being
deposited into pond, with graphic.
¥Repeated request, and previously-
promised, bins needed for Tennis courts.

* Could bell be rung fifteen minutes before
closing time?

¥One, possibly two down-pipes on Mansion
still blocked?

¥Mark White to be asked to attend next
meeting.

ACTIONS: Michael

AOB: Sylvia has information on Hackney®
University of the Third Age.

Thanks were extended to Ken Worpole,
Chair, for his admirable efforts during the
year and to Yvonne Hill, outgoing Newsletter
Secretary.

CONTACTS for the User Group

¥Clissold Park User Group Website
www.clissoldpark.com

¥Join CPUG
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/clissoldpug/join
¥Contact the CPUG secretary
clissoldpug@yahoo.co.uk

CONTACTS for The Park

¥Park Manager: Michael Dixon: RangersQDffice or

8800 1021

michael.dixon@hackney.gov.uk

¥Rangers(office and Tennis bookings: 7923 3660 Tennis
Club: 7254 4235 and info@hackneycitytennisclubs.co.uk
¥Head of rangersGservice:
balavant.barber@hackney.gov.uk or 07985 692585
Hackney Council 8356 5000

Next meetings
Saturday 12" January 2008,
11-noon.

ALL WELCOME!

Provisional dates: Saturdays
1 March, 3" May




